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February Meeting
pend, spend, spend.......

Miles Moran turned up with a ‘Real Balls’
conversion kit for a Ford Longshaft starter
motor (a.k.a. ‘winch motor’). This kit has two
end plates and a spacer, the plates housing
ball bearings capable of handling the abnormal
axial and longtitudinal loads caused by using a
starter motor as a sailplane winch. The
components were machined from dural billets.
The bush holding piece was particularily
impressive as it had deep grooves machined
on it to act as heat sink fins.

The effect of this conversion is to radically
decrease the friction inside the motor. This
gives smoother operation, “more power” and
longer usable battery life.

Miles paid $150 for it at the SW Regionals and
said that the club could buy it if it wished. A
motion was made and carried to purchase.

Discussion then turned to preparations for the
SC2 round to be hosted by TOSS. Although
this is at the end of May experience has shown
that we need to get everything ready for this
well in advance. Specific items brought up
were.....

• We need to purchase a new set of winch
and retriever lines. I volunteered to do this
because the supplier was in the Valley not
far from where I work. The winch lines
come from ‘Braided Products (Lassen and
Napa) who do 185lb ‘Glider Line’ and from

‘Owen Mills’ (14500 Calvert - 3 blocks W of
Van Nuys). Retriever line is 65lb, winch line
is braided 200lb (preferred) or 250lb. We
need 4 spools of winch line and 6 spools of
retriever (about $100 worth).

 
• The competition needs 8 batteries. We

currently only have 4 ‘good’ ones.
 
• The competition needs 10 good trophies.

Once again, Charlie got volunteered to
look into it.

 
• We should try and ‘secure’ Redwood for

this date. People were concerned that
there would be something like a soccer
tournament that would appear without
notice.

 
• Other matters related to the competition

were also discussed - for example, how to
get a portable toilet without paying the
going rate for it!
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